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I ntroduction

The subject of this report is the urban plannimgjget which was, and which
continues to be, behind the urban transformationBafcelona, something which is
noticeable to everybody.

It certainly is not a project which is laid outane specific document, nor which is
conceived at the beginning of the process, neithira project which has one, or several,
exclusive authors, even though there are no doabplp who could be recognised as
having played a particularly significant role iradiing up the project.

We could say that the urban planning project fard@lona during the democratic
period has taken form from a series of ideas amtiap@rojects with the participation of
various actors and with different contextual refees and specific goals throughout the
period. This report will deal with the various iatives and documents which make up this
sequence of projects.

In particular it will deal with those projects whi contain a degree of planning of
the work and which therefore contain reflectionsaafertain breadth on the space which
the city occupies. However, it should not be ovekkxd that the projects and instruments
which are most immediately directed at private oblgg urban behaviour —projects
involving construction, remodelling, renovation, amaintenance work— also contain
reflections which contribute to the overall urbdarming project of the city.

In the development of the urban planning projestd naturally in the actual
transformation which has taken place, there haes loertain temporary stages of special
importance which have served to mark the pace ahgh. The year 1976, the year in
which the General Metropolitan Plan — PGM — wasrapgd, should be considered as the
starting point of the process. 1979 was the yeanwthe first democratic City Council,
entered office. If it is important to note thatli@80 there was an important change in the
City Council urban planning team, with the subsiiio of Joan Anton Solans by Oriol
Bohigas as the Services and Urban Planning segratal also the incorporation of Joseph
A. Acebillo into the team, it remains clear thae thate which stands out as a reference
point is 1979, the date which marks the beginnihthe process of democratic municipal
management. The Olympic nomination which was reszkin 1986 is another key date in
the sequence, although it should be understoodirihtarms of the project, the Olympic
Games had been an objective on the horizon singgaeyears previously —in 1982 the
first draft of the Olympic proposal was drawn upe CCuyas report. Finally, 1992 is a date
which does not need any further explanations asdyeashall see, as this date is passed
significant changes are introduced into the devalamt of the project.

As is clear form what has been said up to now fitisé instrument in the project
which we should refer to is the General Metropalilan (PGM), which is the starting
point and a reference point which will be maintdindaroughout the whole process,
although its importance will change as a resuliaifons becoming more distanced from it
in time.

In what follows, three sets of projects are com@d which are developed from
1979, as the unfolding and remodelling of the sitytban order. First of all the Town
Planning Projects in the urban sector, which bégitake shape from the first moments of
the democratic City Council and which bring witheth the idea of proximity, of the
recognition of the different identities of the unbanake up. After this the attention of the
project moves on to consider Urban Projects otcttyewhich leads to the proposal of new
references to this urban reality. At the same titme existence of a metropolitan
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administration with metropolitan responsibilitieboes various the Metropolitan Urban

Projects to be taken on board. These projectsntakea whole, constitute a complex and
highly enriching deployment of the urban order msgd by the PGM, through which a
new synthesis is produced. Its interrelated aspegfsess the coherent, evolutionary
overall project which constitutes at all times thiban planning of the city.

However, we can say that 1992 marks a qualitatinaage in the process. In 1992 it
can be said that all the projects which have treratieristic mentioned above have been
formed and partially carried out, and that the pegdorojects are going through the
natural process of organisation and remodelling.

The period after 1992 is still too close to fullgpture its significance. What we can
point out is the variation in the operative circt@amges and perceive some changes in the
way the project is focused, which, without renoagcthe goals of the previous period,
takes on different attitudes with regards to twasslc urban proposals: housing and
industry.

On another level we could find those projects Whiere brought about through
concrete actions, often more fragmented — espga@alirst — but which have proved to be
a manifestation of general ideas of the project ahith have also been the broadest
expression of how to carry out urban planning imcBkbona, to the point where they have
eclipsed the significance at the project levehaf planning.

In the urban project which is found behind thecpical projectswe can identify
two different but complimentary streams: those vehsigbject is public space, which range
from the small squares and streets to the gengstdras of the city and the region, where
what we can call public workare developed, and those which are concerned Wwéh t
development and building of plots of land and whprovide the volume of the urban
make up, where the work of private operators igrohe importance.

The importance and the example set by the urbtanataken by the Barcelona
City Council in the configuration and the treatmehthe different forms of public space,
make this theme worthy of a separate dossier. Ammotbport in the series will bring
together and contain the different sets of compten this part of the project, which
starts off with the first small squares in Graana dinishes with the projects for the Besos
and Llobregat deltas, and will include the urbamkgpaand the new ring-roads and
bypasses.

However, in this report we consider some reflewion the urban project which
guides the development of the urban make up, andhwh manifested first and foremost
through the different forms in which the Adminisiom acts. This administration works
with construction contractors, both private and ljpybwithout prejudicing individual
direct actions, often integrated into wider proesssf public action, such as for example
those actions which were motivated by the Olympa@m@s, and which will also be dealt
with in a separate report.

Once these points concerned with the organisatidhe urban project have been
made, some reference to the objectives of the girsfeould be made.

The most ideological documents concerning thisnthere, on the one hand, the
General Metropolitan Plan itself, and on the othand, the texts which Oriol Bohigas
provided during his term as Urban services segresand in particular the introductory text
to the publicationPlans i projectes per a Barcelona 1981-1982ans and Projects for
Barcelona 1981-19829nd the boolReconstruccié de Barcelon@he Reconstruction of
Barcelona). These are two polarised and complemeptsitions. The first, from the logic
of planning which lacks confidence in the projestsich the PGM will develop, and the
second from the logic of the action which is posibecessary and which formally does
not accept the overriding need for a general fraonkwf order.
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The urban plan for Barcelona has been built os dillectic, through a process of
successive dynamic equilibriums. If this has beessjble, it is no doubt due to the shared
objectives which the two ideologies have.

To bring value to — or monumentalise — the outskand recuperate the centre is,
without doubt, one of the expressions which bestssup the range of objectives which
there have been in the urban plan for Barcelona.

We could argue that there exist basically two sypepathology in the city. On the
one hand, the situation of degradation, in the es@fghe loss of quality that the fabric of
the city has suffered in certain central areas, @mdhe other hand the situation of the
outskirts which, due to any degree of deficienciesje not managed to become fully part
of the city. In the Barcelona of the end of theesdies, both pathologies were definitely
intense and abundant.

The projects which are developed with the demacrity councils, with more
fragmented views and sometimes in dialectic refatto the general planning, are
nonetheless fully coherent with the goal of recapeg the centre and monumentalising
the outskirts.

If the most obvious and noticeable projects irs tbénse would come from the
action projects, and particularly from public weflsquares, parks, and the remodelling of
various spaces — the projects which involve urb@emhave also been clearly directed in
accordance with this goal.

It is clear that within the PERI we find alterrigtene or other intention depending
on whether it deals with the Raval inner city amaVallbona on the outskirts, for
example. In the city projects, the objective oftrilgiting the potential for improvements
in the areas which are qualitatively on the outskis laid out. Inevitably, the metropolitan
projects are principally orientated towards ordgrife topological — as well as the
qualitative — outskirts, such as a large part efthast and of the Collserola range of hills
had been up until then.

The urban remodelling plans after 1992 also pa#te fully in this objective. It is
no coincidence that two districts qualified as &uits — Sant Andreu and Sant Marti — are
the main focus of urban projects in this period.

In fact, all the logic from which the actions dietpublic powers towards the city
are derived, coincides in the goal of bringing eata the outskirts and recuperating the
centre. The economic logic is to obtain a corrdétiency of the pre-existing urban
workhouse. The social logic which aims to avoid tbemation of enclaves and social
segregation which contributes, both in the inngr and in the outskirts, to the cohesion of
the population. And finally, a logic of sustainatyilthrough which the full recuperation of
the city avoids the temptation of peripheral exp@msvhich consumes large amounts of
energy and devours the land.

As is indicated in the introductory text to thélmgraphy, the literature on urban
projects and actions which the Barcelona City Cdward, in its moment, the metropolitan
administration, have published on a regular basiake interesting information about
many of the projects which are mentioned in the &emilable almost immediately.
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The general urban framework: The 1976 General Metropolitan Plan (PGM) as a
valid instrument for urban change

The city’'s urban project since 1979 has been based large extent, on the
historical circumstances surrounding the Generatrdpelitan Plan (PGM). This plan,
taking in Barcelona and 26 surrounding municipaditiwas finally passed in July 1976 and
still in force today.

The plan deals with the urban environment, thait iwas designeth accordance
with the regulations laid down by legislation omdause and town planning. It must be
remembered that when the plan was being drawneifirgt Spanish land law was still in
force — that of 1956 — which was revised and regglday a new structuia 1975 to which
the plan’s final version had to adapt.

The scope covered by the PGM has its origin inghrevious 1953 urban plan,
which was the first urban propodhlat attempted the city’s rational orderimga space
that significantly exceeded the limits of the Bamo@a Municipality. However, it must be
stated that this extension of limits was not threuleof any rigorous study of relationships
between different areas, but rather a last-mommeptavised proposal due to a visit to the
plan’s headquarters by the director general ofonati town planning. At the time, all
decisions on town planning were ultimately resplitigy of this director.

The fact is that, in spite of its origin, its balamies have lasted until today through
PGM’s prolonged existence. In addition, between 41%hd 1988, a metropolitan
administration with town planning powers existetip tCorporacié Metropolitana de
Barcelona(Barcelona Metropolitan Corporation —CMB). The rogwlitan actions have
shown the possibility of the different areas wogkilmgether, which by having sufficient
space improve the understanding of urban problaittpugh these arease by no means
optimal having not been defined with sufficientestific rigour.

It should be remembered that the area debate w@susly considered in the
process of reflection on urban matters shared byréhision of the 1953 Plan and was to
be taken on board from 1964. This revision, leadngarious progressive experts to join
the Plan from outside the Administration, gave 1$d.966 to the document entitled Pla
director de I'’Area Metropolitana de Barcelona (MagPlan of the Metropolitan Area of
Barcelona). This document contained a proposaltier territorial ordering of a much
wider area taking in the counties of Maresme, \&lf@riental, Valles Occidental,
Barcelonés, Baix Llobregat, Alt Penedés and Garraf

This document, given the nanfda director (Master Plan) - a typology not
considered in the urban legislation of the timej amich was then incorporated into the
1975 law on land use —also used for the first tiheetermMetropolita Once the various
Administrations had got over their initial disquiatformula for the work to be done was
agreed upon. (These administrations included thai€x6 d’UrbanismgTown Planning
Commission], the Serveis Comuns [Common Services] RBhrcelona and other
municipalities, in which the Barcelona City and Wsmnal Councils and the State
Administration were included, covering a total of fhunicipalities). It should not be
forgotten the initial objective was to draw up avngan for town planning for this area —
with all this implies in terms of its scope.

In fact, the objective — explicitly stated in thecdments of the Master Plan — was
to produce a general urban plan for the entire epaaidered. However, it was clear a task
of such scope could not be taken on in one stagejtavas agreed to divide the urban
development of the Master Plan into the followindy-plans; the revision of the 1953 Plan,
strictly covering the 27 municipalities; the ardarptermed immediate action’made up
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of the rest of the counties of Maresme, Vallés @akand Occidental, and Baix Llobregat;
and the differed action”area plan made up of the counties of L’Alt PeneatesEl Garraf
to be developed at a later date. The elaborati@nofhfrastructure plan was also proposed
that would take in the whole area considered.

From the work of these several fronts, variousragging products appeared,
although the only one that was to reach its objeatif setting up a binding urban plan was
the PGM, that was initially approved in 1974 anwhfiy passed in 1976.

It should be added that in 1974, shortly aftealising the new plan’s exhibition
period to the general public, the Barcelona Metlitggo Corporation was created,
considerably widening the powers of the Urban Cossion and Common Services
(Common Services existed since 1953, the year efptievious plan’s approval). This
strengthened the profile of the local administraiiothe metropolitan area. This is all true,
without ignoring its lack of democratic accountapil— typical of the time — and its
geographical confinements that were to last wiiéet953 limits were not reconsidered.
The role that the PGM was to later have in the deat@ urban management of Barcelona
City was partly due to its context but also to shedy that was made of this plan. It should
be remembered that certain events occurring betd8&d and 1975, along with the role
of certain people, helped the establishment ofdbsument as a basic reference point for
urban management.

Although it was the beginning of 1970’s, the dnagvup of the Plan (as happened
with the Master Plan) was not developed by stateducrats addicted to political power,
but rather by those, who at the time were callediltiated experts”, with the help of
professionals from outside the government. Thelregas consequently rather different
from official town planning until then as it inclad a strong corrective element in the
stages of town planning and building that were camnat the time. It should be
recognised that the powers-that-be did place twifidence in experts and allowed them
to work with a fair amount of independence. Alsgartant was the decision to initially
approve the plan in 1974 under the Barcelona maypd Enric Masso.

The process between 1974 and 1976, with two putgports, was especially
interesting and was essential for the future of Bh@n, in addition to representing a
valuable relevance point for the general planniegsions that occurred later in many
Catalan municipalitities. Just as happened thed séiti occurs quite regularly today with
any plan over a certain size that is presentedigypthe PGM received strong criticism
both from popular sectors and from land and prgperviners. Only some professional
sectors truly aware of urban problems valued the pi a positive light.

After a few months, the situation began to becotearcand the plan received the
backing of progressive sectors, a fact that wasotstrated by the dismissal by Mayor
Viola of work head, Albert Serratosa; who at thediwas director of the Metropolitan
Corporation’s Town Planning Services. In spitelo$ ismissal, and without ignoring the
various commitments and adjustments required byeatg rights that the plan had to
introduce, it can be said that the plan that wasgein 1976 kept a good deal of the initial
objective and proposals. The reasons for thistghdiresist the strong attacks that the plan
suffered, undoubtedly lie in the level of maturityat “social collective” had attained
allowing an implicit intelligence to deal with seus issues — and this indeed was serious;
this was especially demonstrated in the politicahsition that Spain underwent in those
years.

In fact, this collective intelligence is what eapis that the rest of the team in
charge of drawing the plan, led by Joan Antoni B®lavere not affected. And that the
persons that took over from Serratosa, Xavier Subiad Antoni Carceller, beyond their
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own sense of discipline, were competent experts witlear understanding of the historic
moment. Lastly, the State itself, through the ddfibody“Organo Desconcentradothat
had to give the final approval to the plan, and wassided over by the then Civil
Governor, Salvador Sanchez Teran, amended sonhe ¢d4s acceptable concessions that
had to be made in the interest of property.

There are also some biographical circumstanceshiflped the acceptance of the
General Metropolitan Plan by the first democratity Council. Firstly, the importance of
the fact that Antoni Solans was named head of TBlanning Services — a position with
significant room for action within this municipatganisational model — of the transitional
city council presided over by Mayor Socias. Solammmtinued managing this body
throughout the first democratic City Council’s firgear. In addition, it should also be
noted that Serratosa formed part of the counciadscal councillor, and that Pasqual
Maragall, the then first deputy mayor, had parttgal in the plan’s last stage, specifically
in drawing up the economic and financial plan.

However, due to the peculiarities of the plan'daion, the PGM was, to a great
extent, a technocratic proposal — in the good streethe word had in the era — and in its
actions and desires expressing a clear mistrysblitical power. Specifically, it should be
noted that the PGM imposed on the area a new tdamnmg order, and to this end
proposed a clear organisation of public space stegys. This was reflected especially in
the road networkhat was given a notable presence in the plan laaidaffected numerous
plots of land and quite a few buildings. As fartlas impact of roads within urban areas is
concerned, it should be said that the PGM mainthihe impact of the previous plans,
which was coherent with the objective of reducingltbup density and improving the
existing urban structure.

In addition, the PGM proposed a considerable diyaot land to be set aside for
green zones and public facilities which entailed ttmoval of humerous pieces of land
from the property market.

As far as land for private initiatives is concetnrethe zones —, the plan decidedly
worked towards contention. Firstly, in relationth® spread of the urban sprawl into still
rural areas, and secondly through the substamiikiation in permitted building heights in
urban areas to avoid problem of building congestion

It should also be added that the regulations decuwsn— plans and regulations —
were significantly more precise than general plassially were. The Plan clearly
determinedly expressed the setting of the city asttand and provided the regulations in
order to carry this out.

Without forgetting quantitative factors such asdatandards for green areas and
public facilities, the plan expressed a clear willa physical sense through the lines it
drew.

The new city councils were conscious of the valtighe general planning project
that they had inherited and did not all fall inkee ttrap of revising it. The existence of the
Metropolitan Corporation presided over by the MapbrBarcelona, decidedly helped in
the first stages. This was in spite of the mistrofstsome local councils towards this
institution. Thus, a general agreement was reablgettie municipalities encompassed in
the scope of the PGM because they saw it a moreubeful tool for the urban project of
democracy.

Nevertheless, the plan had to be studied inteltlge as although its basic
principles could be respected, this did not meaedom did not exist to find more
appropriate alternatives depending on the spenifitnent and space. Naturally, without
this affecting the general level of cohesion (ia@por in time) of the PGM.
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The nature of the Metropolitan General Plan asnatrument for town planning
established by urban legislation, along with thecmwion of the PGM’s own decisions
meant that its development in partial urban prgjeaften has required the PGM to be
modified on numerous occasions since its inception.

This high number of modifications that has beeoessary could have led to the
belief, for some years now, in the obsolescencahef PGM, but a totally different
interpretation is surely more accurate. On the lwenad, it can be said that the plan was a
good quality global project as it has undergone enams modifications without its essence
being affected. Furthermore, it has been notedlibgbnd the often unnecessary conflicts
between the Generalitat de Catalur{paitonomous Government of Catalonia) and the
local councils, leading to modifications in the PGkhe general management of the
project, carried out on two institutional levelgjays a clear positive balance: it has given
rise to a large number of proposals with specifigidal plans without questioning the
fundamental basis of town planning in this area.

This capacity to be modified is surely one of Keys to its prolonged existence.
These modifications can be understood as deformabbthe plan’s general structure that,
just as occurs with the structures of buildingssaabs loads caused by its use and so
avoids collapse. In the explanation of Barcelonaign planning project’s sequence since
1979 it has been necessary, as a starting poirgctagnise PGM as the basic reference
point of project.

Town Planning projectsin the urban sector: the PERI

The general town planning contained in the Genigetiropolitan Plan, evidently
did not, in spite of its precise nature, exhaust tity’s urban project, but rather the
opposite happened. The PGM was a starting poinprimjects that were being developed,
adjusted and also modified. Firstly, let us consit®se projects that were based on a
close-up vision of space, and that therefore wawalder limited areas — the sector — but
allow considerations of aspects which are perckpth a global scale. Among these type
of special projects the special plans for interedorms — the PERF are especially worthy
of note.

The interest of Barcelona City Council in town pilarg projects of the sector was
based on the concern of the new democratic cousteile/n for the city in the first years of
their existence. The period in which the PERI eagyheir most important role with
municipal policy — especially in the process ofvdray-up projects and the public debate —
was between 1980 and 1986. This municipal demaatain is consistent with a concern
to improve the existing city for different reasomise recuperation of a city council that
represented the interest of citizens, leads, st face to an increase the level of self-
respect of the citizens as a group. This makesgitiap more sensitive to the needs of
improving the urban environment. Secondly, differgreople who took part in the
campaigning neighbourhood groups during the laatsyef the Francoist councils, joined
the democratic city council as councillors or expeFinally, it should not be forgotten that
at this moment in time, cultural winds of changeéhm European urbanism were leading
to the defence and recuperation of home valueq\@fBuropean City — remember the
Brussels Charter, the proposals of the Krier brstherlin’s IBA, etc.

! Instrument included in town planning legislationarder, in a precise way, the specific scoparban
areas, in a similar manner to the partial plangrranisable land.
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In this context, the municipal concern for the @R city at the beginning of
eighties took two parallel paths: actions withinadable space — public space and
purchased sites and the formulation of plans for interior reform.

The specific town planning and improvement actionshe urban fabric with the
creation of new squares, parks and public facilitepresented an expression of the
urbanistic objectives of the new city council andlemonstration of the efficiency the
democracy itself represented. This range of smadl medium actions to improve the
urban fabric often served as an argument for tiseréditing of a supposed plan with
obsolete figures and standards, against a truenisrneof actions. In spite of the fact that
the PGM was not classifiable as a plan of this typevas affected somewhat by this
campaign to discredit the planning, in the sensg¢ #ometimes it was blamed as an
obstacle to be overcome. However, a wider perspeclearly demonstrates that without
the framework of a general plan, it would have bd#ficult to carry out many of the
actions that took place.

The PERI also participated somewhat in arrivingh& position. Firstly, and to a
certain degree, by adopting a revisionist attitudiee PERI were instruments that
translated the inevitable uniformist decisionsh# large scale General Plan to the specific
conditions of the sector. This objective took onomplex dimension that gave the PERI
an importance that went beyond that of a simpleunsent for urban planning:

— Firstly, the PERI was often a medium for therafation of the uniqueness of the
neighbourhood over the general regulations of (&P

— It was also a vehicle that channelled the demafdsighbours, especially for
green areas, public facilities and the conservatibepaces and important buildings not
considered by the PGM.

— In some cases, it was also an instrument of dpmoso specific impacts —
basically the road network — proposed or consebyettie PGM.

These factors — quite frequent in many cases € tja PERI a defensive role in
the most immediate spatial values and in short-m@jactives against the breadth of scope
and long-term vision of the PGM.

For this reason, the PERI developed in many placé®riginally foreseen by the
PGM: coming sometimes from the demands of neighimnd associations, that felt that a
neighbourhood without a PERI would be forgotten aha disadvantage against a plan
seen as too general.

According to this logic, the PERI were also an rmstent for real urbanism
compared to the bureaucratic urbanism of figuresidards and impact¥hus, immediate
results were often expected — this confidence @RERI as a rapid solution to all the
problems in the urban environment — was undoubtidiyorigin of many disappointments
that in fact were really the loss of innocenceiz@its finally realised that there are often
no easy, quick solutions to the reform of urbarasrm@nd that these solutions almost always
carry with them a high cost, and resources areyavgaarce. Thus, over time, the PERI
that have been redefined and readjusted have eshdireir more aseptic instrumental
image.

The fact that the PERI were often written in tiyesof 1980’s planning is not
unconnected to the phenomenon of the meanings gitvére time to the PERI. This style
was especially reflected in the graphical desigrnthef proposals. The proposals were
intentionally designed to put forward an ideal urbsituation, leading to citizens’
objectives that were often merely intuitive. Thisasly made them feel closer and in touch
with the general public.
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In any case, it should be noted the positive nadfitbe provision of images, often
with distant aspirations or reminders of pendingioms. However, they have always been
means of exhibition of the specific planning obijees$ in that place, both to value and
carry them out, or to change them.

The materialisation of the planned PERI propobaks been varied. The conditions
of place, the viability of the project, and the ceses employed in each case have
influenced the degree of execution that can be ey .

The proposals of the PERI represent a developnfetitectown planning projects
of the PGM. It is easy to see the difference betwtbee PGM’s project surveying and
surveying when the PERI were involvedihe enrichment of town planning and the
improvement in the viability of these proposalsresents an undeniable advance in the
city’s urban project. Some proposals have beenethout, some will be carried out, and
others will have to be reconsidered. It shouldb®forgotten that the city’s urban project
is a living project while the city exists, and tmeaterialisation of these proposals,
especially those that affect the urban fabric, dssgly require time and successive project
attempts.

As can be deduced from the above, in this chapeerefer to a specific type of
PERI: those dealing with significant sectors oghéourhoods of the city, whose initiative
generally corresponds to the beginning of the 1280ther PERI’s, those of a generally
limited scope that had a purely instrumental rem@hnot considered. Others not included
include those, which have been more common recemdlying the objective to remodel
large areas in a clear state of obsolescence. Titdm dealt with later.

Main PERI’s
PERI DOCUMENTS
(1) Plans and (2) Plans (3) The second
projects up to 92 renewal

Ciutat Vella
- Raval* . .
- Sector Oriental . .
- Barceloneta . .
Plans for the Passeig de ZolRran
Traditional Neighbourhoods
- Gracia

1st more ambitious version .

2nd version of action units .
- Sants-Hostafrancs . .
- El Vapor Vell .
- Poble Sec .
- Sant Andreu (studies not appre .
- Horta .
- Prosperitat .
Plans for the Carmel . .
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Self-construction Neighbourhoods

- Torre Bar6 .

- Vallbona .
- Roquetes .
- Can Caralleu .
- Sant Genes .

Latest Neighbourhood Plans

- Porta .
- La Clota .
- Trinitat Vella .

*With the example of the Liceo Project in the Seampn expressing the form of
architectural intervention in the city’s urban figbr

Sources: (1) AREA D'URBANISME (AJUNTAMENT DE BARCELONA), Plans i
projectes per a Barcelona: 1981-198&arcelona, Ajuntament de Barcelona, 1983, 297
pp., (2) SERVEIS DE PLANEJAMENT URBANISTIC (AJUNTAENT DE
BARCELONA), Urbanisme a Barcelona. Plans cap al ®Rarcelona, Ajuntament de
Barcelona, 1987, 194 pp., (3) AJUNTAMENT DE BARCHENA, Barcelona. La segona
renovacio,Barcelona, Ajuntament de Barcelona, 1996, 222 pp.
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Theurban projects of the city: the search for global reference points

The urban sector projects had a leading rokhénfirst stage of democratic urban
planning, in as much as they were assimilated aoéed instruments for the PGM'’s
proposals. In addition, the projects and actionpublic space — squares, parks, the re-
urbanisation of some streets, etc. — in the pesieck the most obvious signs of the will for
tangible action that the new city council enjoyesbvbetween 1980 and 1982.

As from 1982, with the formalisation of the fiigsieas of the Olympic project, a
new order of actions was considered. The scaleetity as a global context reappeared
in which new actions for the city’s transformatiwere conceived. Thus, without ignoring
the effect of positive “metastasi<if regeneration of the urban fabric with emphatased
on “small scale” operations for urban improvemeprtead around the city, and without
also ignoring the objectives for town planning egsed in the “intermediate stagef the
PERI, as from 1982 various projects appeared tbakdcbe termed as strategic. This is
because a certain strategic vision for the glokmidformation of the city is inherent in
them.

It is the “great projects for the city” that colamentthe piece-meal action of the
“plans for the great city” Of special note is the Olympic project, the pregdoof areas of
new centrality and the road-network plan.

The urban project of the Olympic gamesthe first that took shape from ideas
that, in synthesis, wished to take advantage ofcHpacity of urban transformation and
improvement implying an event of this type in ortter
- Open the city to the sea
- Distribute spatially the improvement and re-eqtspsporting facilities
- Promote communication infrastructures, especihkyroad-network.

It is clear that these objectives expressed tliethdt the city as a whole should
take a great leap forward.

The opening of the city to the sea, with its staddoearer of the nemoll de la
Fusta in project at the time, required a full scale rgpen on the eastern seaward side.
Here, the city still conserved an undeniable pakfar urban renewal.

In this sense, the location of the future Olymyillage along the coast, on the
axis of Marina Street had a clear strategic intemtior the city, because it opened a
potential axis of communication with a renewed talaspace. Only an objective of this
scope could justify the risk of this decision itr@ansformation operation that would have a
permanent impact

It should be remembered that, although in the mpality of Barcelona there are
no many available pieces of land with sufficienpaeaty to site 3,500 homes, the
metropolitan vocation of the Games, reflected im dstribution of sports installations in
various municipalities, helped to find a locati@m the village that would not compromise
the already existing structures and would not &ffiee general infrastructure — trains, ring-

2 As per Oriol Bohigas in AREA D’'URBANISME (AJUNTAMENT DE BARCELONA), Plans i
projectes per a Barcelona, 1981-1982, Barcelona, Ajuntament de Barcelona, 1983, 297 pp.
[Under leadership of Oriol Bohigas].

* As per Joan Busquets en SERVEIS DE PLANEJAMENT URBANISTIC (AJUNTAMENT DE
BARCELONA), Urbanisme a Barcelona. Plans cap al 92, Barcelona, Ajuntament de Barcelona,
1987, 194 pp., [Under leadership of Joan Busquets].

“ As per Busquets in SERVEIS DE PLANEJAMENT URBANISITIC, Urbanisme a Barcelona...

® SERVEIS DE PLANEJAMENT URBANISTIC, Urbanisme a Barcelona...
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roads, and sewers. However, it is clear that ia tiasise the strategic value as a factor of
general transformation would have been seriousgctdd.

In addition to the Village, the space of the Games distributed within the
Barcelona municipality in three further Olympic aseIn these three cases, although their
scope was uneven and without the dimensions oOtiimpic Village, their location was
proposed taking into account the regenerative &ffdtat could occur in each area in a
significant part of the city.

In Montjuic, the objective was to complete theaumisation of the mountain; the
most important urban park of the city. These newstaltations would strengthen its
functional role in the city and the celebrationtié Olympic Games would reinforce its
meaning in the citizens’ collective imagination. tims case, it was quite clear that any
spatial planning of the Olympic Games must inclitntjuic.

If in Montjuic the proposal led to the formatiohaitizens space in the mountain,
in the Vall d’'Hebron the idea was to turn around pinocess of formation of a urban fabric
which was more or less peripheral of the city thats taking over the area. On the one
hand, the actions would re-equip the area, whigedinategic situation in relation to the
road-needs forecast of the Ronda de Dalt ring-eoatlalso the Horta tunnel would allow
the services that the new sports installations dpubvide to be more easily within reach.

Thus, the town planning in this area was charasgtérby a vanguardist model
that proposed new regulations and even tested nateri@s for the treatment of urban
space. The inclusion of new public facilities swhthe re-construction of the pavilion
Republica del Grup d'Artistes i Tecnics Catalansl pogrés de [I'Arquitectura
Contemporania (GATCPAC) and the provision of vasiowell-placed sculptures in these
new urban spaces was a clear example of the ini@grim the periphery by means of
actions that can be understood as included indheept ofmonumentalisation

Less important for reasons easily understood,dinelopment of the area of
Diagonal — that with a good criteria attempted rioorporate numerous existing sports
installations in this area into the programme @& @ames — brought forth town planning
norms to a confused space in the meeting pointth@fmunicipalities of Barcelona,
Esplugues and L’Hospitalet. It should also be adtlted the construction of the Juan
Carlos I hotel reinforced the presence of this ardhe western gate of the city.

The model of these four Olympic areas, that attechpo take advantage of the
beneficial effects of the reforms due to the Gamefur unique zones of the city, that
were to a lesser or greater extent, to becomesilifunuclei of the city’s improvement,
generated another project in the same line: thesaoskénew centrality.

This project, prepared before Barcelona’s nomamator the Olympic Games in
1986, set out ten areas of the city as proposatewf centrality in the sense of spaces in
which it was considered opportune to favour a aertancentration of service-sector uses
and public facilities in order to create new refex@ points in the geography in the central
areas of the city. It is clear that none of thesas wished to compete with the principal,
historic centre of Barcelona; Ciutat Vella and Ewxde. Instead, they formed a necessary
complement that would have an articulating andIfsicey role of the urban fabric, beyond
the possibilities of the old municipalities due tteeir compact historical nature. In one
sense, the areas of the new centrality were netrative proposals to the centres of Sant
Andreu, Horta, Sarria, etcwhose importance had been reinforced as a resulbe

® AREA DE URBANISMO Y OBRAS PUBLICAS Y AREA DE RELACIONES CIUDADANAS
(AJUNTAMENT DE BARCELONA), Arees de nova centralitat. New downtowns in Barcelona,
Barcelona, Ajuntament de Barcelona, 1991, 71 péag., [bajo la coordinacién de Joan Busquets];
SERVICIOS DE PLANEAMIENTO URBANISTICO, Urbanisme a Barcelona...
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decentralisation of the municipal Administrationfistricts, but that rather the areas of the
new centrality (ANC) provided conditions of locatiof central uses. The only alternative
to these were the Eixample and outskirts locations.

The consideration of the Olympic areas as pathisf project, made possible by
these areas’ diverse nature, was in addition, aafayaintaining the sense of the Olympic
project, that for calendar reasons should have btated before 1986, if Barcelona had
not been nominated to organise the Games.

Is it also important to note that the concephele areas of new centrality can be
considered as an evolution of the idea of direetiorentres that the PGM proposed,
according to the 1970 Italian model, but with morportance in terms of implantation
and impact on the centrality’s structure, it attézdpat the same time to redistribute the
central uses of the metropolitan area. In Barcelgmecifically, the PGM considered a
directional centre in the Renfe-Meridiana sectdkinig advantage of the abandoned
railway land; and a second centre, Provencanadljttrat was later to receive the name of
Diagonal Mar sector (including with it the movemaitthe great MACOSA industry).
These two areas were also included in the ANC malpo

A total of ten areas were proposed in the projéato of them were Olympic
areas: Vall d’'Hebron and Vila Olimpica (the othetof Montjuic and Diagonal, due to
their exclusive content in public facilities werelpadded as numbers eleven and twelve).
A further two, were the previously mentioned direcal centres of the PGM. Two more
were special road connection spaces along theodxisan Via: around Glories and Cerda
squares. Another two were found close to the twiraéstations, one already existing and
the other to be open in the future, of the cityasib railway layout: Tarragona and Sagrera
streets. Another area took advantage of the renefwsglaces on the natural extension axis
of the service sector — Diagonal — and finally,tR&ell was also an area of new centrality
that represented the clear will to integrate ibittie city’s leisure activity and into the
service sector in general.

A common factor of these areas was that theyrmdlyed spatial conditions that
allowed them to take in new types of buildings thoe service sector and public facilities,
either because sufficient empty space was availableecause the use of the space had
become obsolete allowing urban renewal. In the ritgjof cases, the railway and public
transport infrastructure, both already existingonsidered for the future, gave these areas
a clear view that they were to have a more relevanttion in the city as a whole.
Nevertheless, it should also be said that thesssdrad a diverse content and a variety of
different owners and that therefore, the operataong timing of the development could be
quite variable.

Another aspect that should be noted is that teepusposed for these areas within
the ANC project was not, in any case, discordanh whe uses and building regulations
that the PGM permitted. Thus, it can be said thigtpproject was implicit in the PGM, as it
could be developed from this base through areadsy actions. This is true, but it does not
reduce the importance of the project of new ceityrateas. What this project has given is
the construction of ideas of distribution for th@ancentres throughout the whole city that
undoubtedly increased the meaning of any of theters. But this is not all. It is also
important to recognise the ANC project for its fieapedagogical value, in terms of the
space of the city as an option for the implantabbmctivities. It is clear that the concept
of ANC and the project itself have been etched dh&consciousness of both operators
and citizens. This has been a very useful tooktHerunderstanding of Barcelona’s urban
structure.

An area of new centrality that deserves speciaitime due to its specific nature
is Port Vell. It has enjoyed spectacular successngntitizens, with a critical attitude for
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sectors and professionals qualified in urbanism alsd from many socially-relevant
persons.

This criticism have sometimes been demagogicaluemdalistic — “the buildings
do not let us see the sea” —, but in other casesrilicism has been more conceptual and
serious — “a port is by its essence an empty spgattespaces are the city and this should
be surrounded by emptiness, with its important;rofe introduction of certain uses
trivialises such a singular space; the buildingthefdock affect the image of Barcelona’s
sea front”. To an extent, it is difficult to notrag with such criticisms and, therefore they
should be accepted. However, in a global evaloatbthese actions, it should not be
forgotten that everything that the Port Vell openathas represented. It was carried out by
a body that was not the City Council, and was #ofafor improvement and revitalisation
of all its surrounding area where in addition urlsgraces of extraordinary interest had
taken shape.

Another area in which Barcelona made great eftogdrovide a planned reference
point beyond that established by the PGM was irrdlael network. It should be added, in
this case, that it was a necessary job as, amangdetisions that the City Council took in
the first years of Democracy the decision to suggpnrarious impacts due to reservations
of land for main roads. We mention the road frorad3anes to Raval, the Cambo avenue
at the eastern sector of Ciutat Vella, or the vien Gracia and the continuation of the first
ring-road in Horta, Sant Andreu and Sant Marti,t theas implicitly denied by the
demolition of half a viaduct of the final stretchat was built at the time and by the
connection with the rest by the Rovira tunnel.

In order to debate the criteria for a new roadmoek proposal, the Barcelona City
Council and the Metropolitan Corporation organised984 a seminaryyith the notable
participation of experts, specialists and politigianvolved. Its conclusions reinforced the
thesis of the interdependence between; the roadonietand the built-up urban fabric, the
role of the road-network as an integrating factorthe urban space, and the value of
arterial elements as distributors that strengtheéhedecondary network rather than access
roads.

In this seminary, the work of the Barcelona Roatvirk Plan were presented.
This made road and urban actions in the city aajloéference point. This plan had the
function of an internal reference point becaustoalgh it moderated it and gave greater
urbanity to the PGM road network proposal by intrcidg in it various changes, no
modification to the PGM was included to increasdawel to an official proposal. It should
be understood that the framework of the PGM witlranme@servations of land, gave room
for the plan’s road-network proposals. The adamtatif road networks to the urban fabric,
one of its principles, would be carried out, as ambactions were made in the
corresponding sectors, the general plan would betad This technique, that was later to
be applied in other cases — the Coastal plan, €ols, etc. —, allowed the bringing
together of the necessary stability of the framéwior general planning with a fruitful
process of successive approaches that are, inasiglestthe urban projects.

" Les vies de Barcelona. Materials del seminari de maig de 1984, Barcelona, Ajuntament de
Barcelona i Corporacié Metropolitana de Barcelona, 1984, 57 pp., [Under the leadership of
Joan Busquets y José L. Gbmez Orddiiez].

8 Les vies de Barcelona...
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The metropolitan urban projects

As has been shown, in 1974 the Barcelona MetrpolCorporation (CMB) was
created with powers of urban action within the sag PGM. This institution was
abolisheden 1987 by the Catalan Parliament with the appro¥ahe Town Planning
Laws.

During its years of existence, the CMB extrapalad¢ a metropolitan level the
ideas and urban criteria of the new democratic citgin Especially interesting
contributions came from the Barcelona City Courtmilt there were also ones from smaller
town councils.

It should be remembered that the government badidtee CMB were made up of
representatives from the municipalities (generallyect representatives or provincial
deputies). It should also be noted that it waswlagor of Barcelona who presided over the
six years of this institution’s existence.

It is important to note the interesting aspecth&f nature and role of this body.
The CMB had the role of town planning commissionewerything connected to the
approval of partial and special plans of the mypabtiies. The powers it in terms of
planning obliged a type of self-control in urbanogwsals, as in fact it was the
municipalities of the metropolitan area that togetbonsidered the pertinence or not of
plans presented by each one of them.

Undoubtedly, throughout its existence, norms dfaweour in the municipalities,
above and beyond the talent of some mayors, mantmembnsolidate the sense of
belonging to a unique urban reality. In spite oé threak-up of the CMB and its
fragmentation into specialist bodies, it has alldwbe maintenance of a metropolitan
nexus through the creation of a voluntary assariadf municipalities.

It should be pointed out that the annual avaitgbdf an investment fund from
the general budget of the Spanish State, alsoibated to this maintenance of formulas
for metropolitan co-operation. These quantities ehdween received based on the
consideration that the area’s municipalities as le/loonstituted a metropolitan reality in
terms of population and intensity comparable wititatvn Madrid is a single municipality.
It was therefore necessary to find a way to evdrtlese contributions from the state per
inhabitant in terms of inter-regional compensatidtowever, once the CMB was
dissolved, these funds ended up in each munigypaltit it is now the municipalities that
voluntarily contribute towards the association afmicipalities. In addition to acting as a
regulating body for municipal urban planning, thME also carried out its own urban
action. The principal reference point of the actiees naturally the PGM that took in its
scope of action exactly.

The planned position of the CMB in the area wasaiasider the scope of the real
city. Without ignoring its true extension, whichostd probably be estimated as larger, it
was a more urbanistically-consistent area than diaéach municipality. This scope
required and permitted other ways of focussing. éxeless, municipal realities should
not be forgotten, — these had been logically sttemted by democratic representation in
the local councils.

The two fronts of the PGM’s urban development @etg — sector and city or
municipality projects — (discussed above for Bawa), have also been featured to a
different extent in the metropolitan area’s muradifies. The PERI's, with similar
meaningsto those noted for Barcelona, have been preseatl ithe municipalities: the
city’s projects have also been present in divereem$ in the most important
municipalities.
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The CMB had to develop its urban activities withesial consideration for
municipal initiatives, a fact that was seen mosmimnicipalities with the lowest level of
technical capacity.

In this context the CMB focused the planned comtion in three principal ways:
- The creation of metropolitan parks,

- The construction of road nexus,
- Area projects.

The creation of metropolitan parks correspondseratvell to an extension of the
policy to create new parks in the metropolitan spheEscorxador, Espanya Industrial, la
Creueta del Coll, etc. —, that the Barcelona Cibyi@il introduced during its early years.
It can be said that the first park-building prograenstarted by the CMB in 1982 —
Torreblanca, Besos, Can Solei, Torrerroja, etche-reference point of the still-to-be-
finished actions of the Barcelona City Council toek very prominent role. The
metropolitan park programme lasted throughout CM&istence, with parks including les
Planes, Can Mercader, Central de Sant Vicens, déhbt, litoral del Besos, etc., and has
continued into the present with AMB Federation ofirNtipalities creating Les Aigues,
Can Massot, el Turonet, la Muntanyeta, Parc Nau, et

The park-building programme of the metropolitastitutions (initially termed
metropolitan parks due to the ignorance of whicls w& operating body) set out literally
to monumentalise the periphery. Clearly, the periphin the metropolitan area was
especially extensive — in the sense of these uabeas that have never reached the level of
guality that the word periphery implies. In thisise, the action of the CMB towards parks
was not so much based on dealing with parks oftaioesize, but rather of concentrating
principally on the distribution of parks on an umbscale in a space of the metropolitan
area beyond the limits of Barcelona with the cleatention to extend the
“monumentalisation” to the whole periphery of thetropolitan area.

The creation of road nexus was centred on buildimgr-municipal road
mechanisms, fundamental for the improvement in &apelitan road network that until
1976 had been developed in a very piecemeal matirgould be pointed out that this
wasa assignment typical of a metropolitan adminisbratias they were mechanisms that
clearly exceeded the reach of municipal actions,that at the same time, did not form
part of network controlled by higher-level auth@st The construction of some bridges,
such as over the River Besos between Sant AdriéBaddlona, the river Ripoll between
Ripollet and Cerdanyola or over the ravine Els Gargthe Parc Tecnologic del Vallés
(Valles Technological Park), obviously respondshe need to connect road networks.
However, it does not ignore the potential of brglge be transformed into monuments as
potent and unique formal reference points.

As far as planned projects are concerned, mergloould be given to two
especially significant proposals: the Coastal Rliath Special Plan for Collserola.

° DIRECCIO DE SERVEIS DURBANISME (CORPORACIO METROPOLITANA DE
BARCELONA), Projectar la ciutat metropolitana: obres, plans i projectes 1981-1986, Barcelona,
Corporacié Metropolitana de Barcelona, 1987, 255 pp., [co-ordinated by Juli Esteban].

Y pIRECCIO DE SERVEIS D'URBANISME (CMB), Projectar la ciutat...

1 DIRECCIO DE SERVEIS D'URBANISME (CMB), Projectar la ciutat..., CORPORACIO
METROPOLITANA DE BARCELONA, Pla de costes. Proposta d'ordenacié de la zona
costanera metropolitana de Barcelona, Barcelona, Corporacién Metropolitana de Barcelona,
1987, 227 pp., [co-ordinated by Lluis Cantallops]; PATRONAT METROPOLITA DEL PARC DE
COLLSEROLA, Parc de Collserola. Pla especial d'ordenacio i proteccié del medi natural:
realitzacions 1983-1989, Barcelona, Mancomunidad de Municipios del Area Metropolitana de
Barcelona, 1990, 163 pp., [under the leadership of Miquel Sodupe].
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Those parts of the metropolitan area with a ctgargraphical definition are re-
projected within the framework of the General Pfastudied with the flexibility that a
large area allows—: the 40 Km of coast and the 6,6@ of the Collserola massif
designated as forest park by the PGM.

These projects were followed by others such apliening of rural space or the
integrated planning of space and infrastructure tes tested for the valley plain and
Delta del Llobregat. The disappearance of the CM® these latter studies to have a
weaker formalisation and impact. However, a not&ntelity can be seen in some matters
that have still not been totally resolved someyiears later.

The Coastal Plan

As has already been said, the coast within thédiof the PGM is some 40Km
long. Aside from the different land uses and caodd, its proximity to the sea gave this
strip an undeniable uniqgueness and a clear pokémtienprovement.

The drawing-up of the Coastal Pfamas began in 1983, at the same time as:

- The city had been rediscovered as a leisureespdtth a growing demand for
different possibilities of city and metropolitandere.

- The Northern Stretch of coast enjoyed clean maseevidenced by the eastside
sewers.

- The possibilities for the regular regeneratiobeaches by means of marine sands was
becoming better known and its probable unsustditatias not suspected.

- The initial project of the Olympic Games (Cuyasp@rt 1982) proposed significant
interventions along the coastal strip, especidhg, Olympic Village, as an operation
for the recuperation of coastal space by meanssijraficant operation of residential
re-modelling.

In this context, the Coastal Plan was, firstly, iastrument of knowledge and
dissemination of the metropolitan coast’s potential

It should be said that initially the Plan was adased with significantly more
managerial scope. In a moment of strong dynamismadton by the CMB, the possibility
was considered that the coastal strip should beerdtarial unit of metropolitan
management. It was soon seen that this was impessibaddition to the extension of
scope, obliging a separation of actions, this tmokrban spaces that were too significant
for some of the municipalities. Thus, the respectivonsortiums gave up direct
management over these spaces in favour of a hygahgingle municipal management.

Considered in strict planning terms there were algns that the largest councils
having more weight with their criteria. The cledarexample was the planning of the
Olympic Village. It was drawn up parallel to the &tal Plan, but by another team and
finally adopted urban criteria that were clearlffatient to the characteristics of the
proposed fabric. However, coherence with some balsicous criteria was kept (urban
ring-road, Marina axis, etc). It is clear thatd@lthis represented a significant reduction in
the initial objectives of the Plan, but it cannetdaid that it was a failed attempt.

Firstly, it should be pointed out what can be wiedi as its epistemological role as
it helped the discovery of metropolitan coastaldlaand expressed in valued images its
possibilities for change.

In relation to the most immediate urban functigpiit should be stated that the
Coastal Plan:

12 CORPORACIO METROPOLITANA DE BARCELONA, Pla de costes. Proposta...
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- It constructed the group discourse upon whicd #pecific transformation
proposals of various key points along the marimatfrsuch as, Barrau in Montgat and
Unio6 Vidriera, Campsa and Cros in Badalona.

- It explained the areas and contents of the varpmssible operations in a process of the
urban recuperation of the coast.

Thus, | believe that after the Coastal Plan aediffit concept was developed of the
reality and potential for the metropolitan coassatip, that undoubtedly influenced
positively in the on-going process of the transfation of this space.

The Collserola Project

The zones which belong to the Collserola rangeiltsf and which are classified in
the general plan as forested parkland occupy appet&ly 6,500 ha It can be said that the
totality of the zones included in the Collserolageaphical area constitutes about 20% of
the area included in the PGM.

It is clear that the two factors size and morpbglalemanded a specialised
treatment for the area, which is also extremelyartgnt in the traditional leisure activities
of the municipal regions which surround it.

A stage prior to this project was a process fargjthening the identity of this area,
which peaked in 1982 when a series of Collserolekglwps and conferences were held.
This process was necessary in order to becomeidamiith the scale of the range of hills
which is neither that of Montseny — which is alsetrapolitan forested parkland and
which had a special plan back in 1972 — nor tha¥lohtjuic, which is Barcelona’s large
urban park.

Tailoring the project to address the scale of aslla was not achieved
immediately. The metropolitan government was eskcconcerned with the image of
intense large-scale urban transformation whichtewdse carried out in order to prepare the
city for the Olympic Games — for which Barcelonasv&ill only a candidate — and it was
understood that Collserola had to be convertedanpark using similar methods. This is
where the suggestion which was made at one pbaitRicardo Bofill's team should be in
charge of designing the project for Collserola cédrom.

Once the nature of the problem was understoodntaeagement of Collserola
grew progressively out of hand, as compromises Waked for between the differing
degrees of interest in it from a naturalist stamapofor the conservation and the
improvement of the traditional landscape, and far ¢onditioning of a network of routes
and places to be used more intensely by the cgizen

| believe that the Plan for Collser8l@rovides a vision which complemented that
of the PGM. While in the latter, Collserola was tentral void which was respected from
the urban environment, in the Collserola SpeciahRPEC), it was the new observatory
from which to evaluate the fabric and the new dtmes which were implanted in the
urban areas which surrounded it. In this way a demnt which provides different visions
of the categories of forested areas, urban beit tla various general elements (the Horta
tunnel, the cornice route, etc.) which motivatethemf the alternatives to the ideas of the
PGM, is produced.

13 PATRONAT METROPOLITA DEL PARC DE COLLSEROLA, Parc de Collserola. Pla
Especial...
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In the case of the Collserola Special Plan (PE@ra of coexistence between
decisions which did not coincide, was set out. Sofrthe proposals of the PEC — such as
the unifying of general forest classifications #wstlated the introduction of changes into
the PGM. Others coexisted, such as those aspdateddo the routes mentioned above;
the aspects of the PGM which referred to routesaneed in effect while those in the PEC
were considered suggestions for the future, althahgy were backed up by the ideas in
the Special Plan.

| believe that it was a good criterion, supporbgdthe Urban Planning General
Management, not to carry out any modificationsh® PGM which were not specifically
required for the immediate work at hand. And atsadcept the different proposals which
formed part of what could be the Park Declaratighich expressed a willingness to be,
but did not create any different long-term generagan links.

In relation to the Coasts Plan, we wish to emeashat in Collserola it was
possible to define an area for unitary managemaahtlae creation of a metropolitan entity
which was specifically responsible for carryingsttout; thePatronat Metropolita de
Collserola (Metropolitan Patronage of Collserola). The reaseovhich meant it was
possible to carry it out were related to its sieperipheral position compared to the areas
at the centre of the municipal areas which makapit and also to its morphological
distinctness. These two different ways to act whensidering two different territorial
projects which concern the same area, demonstiateded for an understanding of the
context of each project and of the significancéheim both for the municipal areas which
the CMB requires in order to act in an urban segttin

The Restoration and Improvement of Urban Buildings

One defining characteristic of the urban spacesun cities is that the land is
divided into two complimentary and mutually excliesicategories: the network of public
spaces, and the plots of land which are dividecbyghese. The former represent the
spaces through and along which we can move, andlhviigh we can access the buildings.
They are also where the building receive light &adtilation from, and from where we
can see the facades and shapes of the buildings.iSTko say, that they are where we
perceive the architecture of the city from. Thecggawhich these public areas divided up
and define, are basically the plots of land that Iuildings occupy. In contrast to the
public spaces, these plots of land make up thmdilbf the urban space, and they are
characterised by private use, although some bgifdare in fact public.

The degree of consolidation of the urban desigdem#p of the network of public
spaces and the plots of land which they dividengka according to the different areas of
the city. In some parts of the city it can be s#idt the distinction is completely
consolidated, in the Eixample for example. In otbarts it is somewhat less consolidated,
to the extent that the PERIs express the aim ofigihg some to the configuration — as
would be the case of the Ciutat Vella and to acledegree other PERIs which have been
mentioned. Finally there are areas which, due égtbssibility of a considerable degree of
remodelling, should not be considered as conseldjats is the case of the areas dealt with
in the following section.

In the non-consolidated urban areas in which subisii changes to the order of the
area are expected, the characteristics of the bvwergovation of the area — although
normally carried out sequentially — are determibgahew projects.
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In the other parts of the city, which without dowaoe the majority, the proposals
for renovation are divided between those whichaameed at public spaces and those which
are aimed at the plots which are built up.

The remodelling of many of the public spaces wialktbady exist in the city, along
with the creation of new spaces which resulted folne urban planning, have been a
central theme in the urban transformation of Bamcal*

This chapter concentrates on the actions whichewssigned to restore and
improve the greatest number of the built up pafrthe city, actions which should be seen
as forming part of the urban plan for Barcelonas-faa as it supports the maintenance of
the characteristic features of the buildings andgenof Barcelona — but which does not
correspond with what we would normally considerb® part of a conventional urban
planning project — for example the PERI project kioh would normally go no further
than the graphic representation of the desiredrudbder.

It should be added that, in spite of the attentibuich it has been possible to pay to
the sum of the city’s buildings in these years ohsiderable urban transformation, the
situation of the buildings is not that which copesds to the quality which has been
reached in the public spaces. The legislation dramudetting and tenants which was in
force up to 1995 is responsible, to large extemttHis situation. This is particularly true in
a city like Barcelona where the percentage of dagdl which are let, more than 30%, is
much higher than the average for other Spanisésciti

By definition, the project for the process of ceation and improving the urban
buildings is concerned most directly with spachs, hajority of which are under private
ownership. In these spaces any action must beedamut, in principal, with the
collaboration of the owners.

In general we can distinguish three types of astiwhich represent different means
and degrees of involvement of the owners:

- Campaigns and programmes to encourage the provater to act, where the

techniques employed are based on persuasion.

- Rules and regulation which the private owneribged to follow.

- Direct action by the Administration, substitutinbe action of the private

owner.

The campaigns have tried to combine the creatianadimate of participation with
the provision of economic incentives for the acsiaf private owners. The exemplary
campaign of this type has been “Barcelona posapgti (Barcelona, look smart), which
has been underway since 1986 and which has beponsble for the creation of the
Agency for the Urban Landscape.

As is clear from the title, the campaign is diegcspecifically at improving the
existing image of the city. The argument was basethe concept of urban landscape, that
is to say, it was centred on the qualitative valtithe images which the city provides us
with.

4 AREA D'URBANISME (AJUNTAMENT DE BARCELONA), Plans i projectes ..., AREA
D'URBANISME | OBRES PUBLIQUES (AJUNTAMENT DE BARCELONA) and FUNDACIO
JOAN MIRO, Barcelona, espais i escultures 1982-1986, Barcelona, Ajuntament de Barcelona
(Materials de disseny urba, 11), 1987, p. 167, [coordination by Lluis Hortet and Miquel Adria,
with Josep A. Acebillo as director of Projectes Urbans]; REGIDORIA DE PROGRAMACIO |
PRESSUPOSTOS (AJUNTAMENT DE BARCELONA), Imatges del procés de transformacié
urbana. Barcelona 1987-1992, Barcelona, Ajuntament de Barcelona, 1992, p. 35, [coordination
by Artur Ferrer i Escriche]; AJUNTAMENT DE BARCELONA, Barcelona, espai public.
Homenatge a Josep Maria Serra Marti, Barcelona, Ajuntament de Barcelona, 1993, p. 207,
[coordination by Rafael de Caceres and Montserrat Ferrer].
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Most of the iconographic capacity of the city des in its buildings, or to be more
precise in their outer appearance. So, with theritice of one year’'s saving on the real
estate tax on the building, the restoration of d@saand outer walls was primarily
promoted, along with some other improvements inedaaspects of the urban landscape
such as gardens, fences and walls, signs, etc.

The response to this campaign has been consider@bthe point where it has
become an example which it is impossible to avomrmvwe talk of citizen involvement,
or collaboration between the public and privatet@sc The overall restoration of the
facades of more than 3,700 buildings is clearlyceatle around the city.

It is true that this campaign was directed at thestnsuperficial aspects of the
buildings in the city, however it should be bornemind that the outer appearance of the
buildings is none other than a public manifestabbrthe private domain of the city, and
that it is not a matter of insignificant importand®e must also emphasise that in such
cases the most important thing is to establishreaayc of improvement. When the owners
of a building improve the exterior, it will probgbbe accompanied by a heightened
attention to the maintenance and improvement oéroéispects, because the building has
perceivable moved up in the estimation of the ovaret the users. On the other hand, the
public announcement of every improvement has ndtdbaen an important factor in the
improvement of the nearby buildings, and in thig/where is a certain multiplying effect
to the campaign.

The development of the programme “Barcelona pagaépa”’ has without doubt
created a very interesting model which the Agemeyttie Urban Landscape has continued
to extend to cover other components of buildingdater campaigns: antennas, solar
energy panels, etc.

Other campaigns have been aimed specifically abvextng the necessary
conditions for the profitable use of buildings,dbgh benefits to private owners for the
restoration of buildings.

The restoration of pre-existing buildings is anaidehich took on new life in the
early years of the 1980s. The excessive waste dagehe premature demolition of
buildings, together with the prolonged economicession and a re-evaluation of the
collective memory of the city, backed the ideolagyconserving the city’s buildings and
putting them to good use.

We would like to remind you that the first legisat action taken by the Spanish
state in an attempt to encourage the restoratidineobuildings in the city was in 1983, and
that since then, this activity has been the olpésuccessive legislation in the years 1987,
1991 and 1993. It is likewise worth rememberingt thiee Metropolitan Corporation
approved in 1985 the metropolitan restoration raguhs, which adapt the urban norms set
out in the PGM to the specific terms of restoration

Within the framework of the benefits laid out inetlsuccessive decrees, the
restoration of buildings in all parts of the citgshtaken place, although this has been in a
proportion which is insufficient to bring the ovétreondition of the buildings in the city
up to date. On the other hand, in some projectstteroverall restoration of private
buildings, the possibility of the public funds bgidedicated to stimulating the section of
the market which the restored building will hopeattract, has been mooted. In any case it
must not be forgotten that the restoration of baogd in the consolidated areas of the city
provides support for the continuation of the dadfriof the city and that this is always in
the general interest.

In Ciutat Vella the restoration carried out by pt owners has reached a
substantial proportion. In 1986 the Area de Reftabib Integrada —ARI—- (Area for
Integrated Restoration) was approved in Ciutat &/elVhich made it possible to obtain
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loans for restoration work carried out within thmnits of the area, at rates of interest
considerably lower than those on offer in the fresket at that time.

Since 1988 there has been private restoration warked out which since 1990
has been made easier by the creation of the Officehe Restoration of Ciutat Vella.
However, it should be pointed out that 80% of theestment in private restoration has
been carried out on the basis of agreements bettheeBpanish State, the Generalitat and
the City Council which were signed in 1994 and base the judicial conditions of the
1993 decree. In these agreements, the setting ppetdrential restoration sectors where
the grants and benefits provided for restoratiomewie be centred, was laid out. These
sectors have varied every two years, in such athatyin 6 years the whole of the area of
Ciutat Vella which was included should be covered.

Private restoration work between 1988 and 199wsieé, has accounted for a total
private inversion of more than 14,000 million peseand benefits in the form of grants of
3,150 million, and they have reached the figured 4800 restored commercial premises
and dwellings, a figure which represents more tB@% of the private buildings in the
district.

In relation to the norms and regulations, it shdukt be pointed out that the PGM
itself has some specific effects on the consermaginod improvement of the buildings in
the city. The main objective of the PGM in the cdigated areas of the city, was to
control the density of the population and with theal in mind, it reduced the possibilities
for the construction of buildings in the city whiblad been permitted up to then. In those
areas of the city where the layout of the roaderdahes the organisation, which is the
majority of the city, the possibility for the consttion of buildings was reduced by several
floors.

This had several different effects over time. le finst period, due to unsatisfactory
control of the suspension of licenses, applicatiforslicenses in accordance with the
previous regulations increased massively betweéid Hhd 1976 while the general plan
was being processed. These licenses became effemimr the next few years, which
delayed the effect of relieving the population dignis the city, and caused a shortfall in
the number of applications for new licenses inftilewing years.

Secondly, all those buildings which find themselueghe situation of having a
volume which does not correspond to that set ouhéen PGM, have the possibility to
remain in this situation for a long time, sincelagmg them would lead to a loss of part of
the floor-space which can be built on. It couldslagd that most of the fabric of Barcelona
Is fairly compact — with only a few empty plots rdathat the buildings in the city have a
strong tendency to remain as they are.

Within this fabric the Eixample has a special placéhe City Council
commissioned a study from the Laboratori d’Urbamsflirban Planning Laboratory)
which constituted the material that went into ahibkition which was seen at the end of
1983 in the Casa Elizalde, and which marked theninétg of a special consideration for
this area of the city.

The Eixample is an area with a very regular stmectwhich clearly defines the
structure of the public spaces —abundant roadsparke green areas —where the use of a
PERI did not make much sense as the means of rdimgdiéhe area. However, it was

> AREA D’'URBANISME (AJUNTAMENT DE BARCELONA), Estudi de I'Eixample, Barcelona,
Ajuntament de Barcelona, 1983, p. 28, [under the coordination of Joan Busquets, Laboratori
d'Urbanisme de Barcelona. Catalogue of the exhibition in the Casa Elizalde, December 1983 to
February 1984]; AJUNTAMENT DE BARCELONA, La rehabilitacié de I'Eixample 1987-1991,
Barcelona, Ajuntament de Barcelona, 1993, p. 159, [under the direction of Amador Ferrer. The
collection of the exhibition in Casa Elizalde, June — July 1991].
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clear that the Eixample required a much more spetiéatment than that which was
possible within the framework of the PGM.

The solution was the Ordenanca per a la rehahbditate I'Eixample (The
Rehabilitation of the Eixampl®y-law) which was passed in 1986. This by-law has
defined the area of the Conjunt Especial de I'Eigkn{Eixample Special Area) and within
it, another smaller area which is called the Sed¢éo€onservacié (Conservation Sector).

One of the objectives of the By-law is the clearofghe area through restricting
the occupation of the interior patios of the bloblgsnew buildings, as a first step towards
liberating these spaces for community or public. Usds certainly true that for the
Eixample to survive as a residential area in tloe faf strong competition from the rest of
the metropolitan area, requires an improvemenbmdiions, and particularly an increase
in the green areas. Projects for the liberatiorthef patios as a viable option for the
improvement of the area were already outlined @RIGM, this was complimented by the
By-law — which contained a more ambitious latedinatin 1994 — and by the actions of
Proeixample, a management body set up to promateeacourage improvements in this
area of the city.

Another basic aim of the By-law is the protectidritee Eixample as an example of
the architecture of the city. It does this throulgh introduction of regulations which are
adapted to the facades of new buildings, and thrdugavy restrictions on demolition
within the conservation sector, and also through dreation of a consultative body, the
Comissi6 de Manteniment i Millora de [I'Eixample xBmple Improvement and
Maintenance Commission), which has as its renkintmw and report on any developments
which affect the space that comprises the Eixamplas commission is, due to its
composition, a meeting point for the civil soci@tyolved in architecture and real estate,
and the City Council, and it is therefore a mecsanvhich is in a position to improve the
architecture of the city.

In fact architecture is what ultimately gives shapethe volumes which are
governed by urban planning, so the quality of titg depends not just on the urban
planning but also to a large extent on architecasrevell. However, in the same way as the
public Administration has full responsibility fohé¢ urban planning, so architecture —
except in public buildings — is mostly the respobilgy of private operators; developers,
architects and users are together the people wheeaponsible for the architecture which
defines the urban volumes contained within the ipiggaces.

But we must not forget that architecture is a saftsl component of the city
project and so the City Council should — as indédaas — set about the objective of
improving the architectural quality of the urbanl@ungs.

In the first place, this is done through the preston of valuable architectural
heritage. To this end the general regulations far protection of the artistic-historic
heritage of the city of Barcelona were drawn up apgroved. They contain lists of
buildings which are subjected to varying degreegroftection. These regulations also
include the Eixample as an area to protect, anddeg in its entirety, the specific By-law
for its protection and improvement which was memeid previously.

Secondly, it is done through the establishmenbohfregulations for buildings, as
is also set out in the By-law for the restoratiod @anprovement of the Eixample which is
an important example of this type of document. Téia complex form of action, in which
the decisions are always open to argument. Thathis the Commission is a necessary
complement for any regulations of this type, beeatisan adapt the application of the
criteria, such as why it is an area of cultural @amance, to the concurrent sensibilities.

And finally, there is a type of action which itdgficult to regulate and which must
be used with prudence, that must be mentioned. iBhed convince the important real
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estate developers to work with good architects.s Tigpe of action, which has also
provided noticeable results in Barcelona, would Ib®tpossible without a fourth type of
action which is the improvement of the quality lo¢ @architecture in the public domain.

The buildings which are commissioned by the pubtiministration — whether they
are buildings for installations of some kind or bimg — also form part of the urban make
up of the city and they often have a considerablgrek of uniqueness. It is clear that the
architecture of public buildings has to set an egxamand that public architecture —
particularly that which is commissioned by the CiGouncil but also by other
administrations — has throughout these years maedaa level of quality which is quite
high.

If we can take the quality of a public buildingswhether institutional or for
installations — for granted, given their symboladue, we must point out that in the field of
public housing, the quality has also been quitd higcan certainly be claimed that it has
been of average quality in spite of the limitatiavisich have been placed on it by budget
restrictions which are greater than the restridiplaced on private housing.

For these reasons the direct physical interventibthe City Council and other
administrations in urban building has had an imgurteffect on the restoration and
improvement of the fabric of the city, especiallyedto its value as a reference point for
private operators who are more numerous and diverse

When it comes to new housing projects commissidnegublic administrations,
we must mention the 1,700 dwellings built in Ciltatla — where we should also consider
420 dwellings completely restored by public progedtvithin these actions, due to their
size, the land previously occupied by La Maquinesta that of the Icaria avenue stand
out, both of them located in Barceloneta. Outsidgdat Vella, the promotion of housing to
be let to young people near the Ronda de Daltniagt must be mentioned.

It should be pointed out that most of the publicging has been made available in
order to substitute the old large housing estatBaré de Viver, Eduard Aunds, Vivendes
del Governador, etc. The rest of the actions whiomplement or form part of the
established fabric of the city, certainly have n@naged to cause important quantitative
repercussions in the overall area of the city, iyailie to the shortage of land available.
Nonetheless, the goal of architectural qualityhese projects should be emphasised.
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Recycling Urban Space: Urban transformation Projects after 1992

The year 1992 is a key reference point in the ssrpi@f the urban project for
Barcelona. It can certainly be said on the one hhatithe urban goals for the city have
continued to be the same, but on the other haisdeidsy to see that the celebration of the
Olympic Games in the city represents a clear chamgbe stage the process is at. This
change came about smoothly, given that after tie mi@ntioned many public and private
works were completed which had been conceived #anted beforehand, in particular
those which were related to the project of new re¢rareas: Teatre Nacional (National
Theatre of Catalonia), L'llla (a shopping centre),Port Vell (the Old Port), etc., and
which can be understood as part of the urban twamsttion of the city which has 1992 as
its point of reference.

In parallel with the conclusion of these processesome of which are still in
progress — the urban project for Barcelona stadedcorporate new aims and to adapt its
progress to the new circumstances which, as we dnaway from the magic date of the
Games, became more noticeable.

What has been called The Second Renovation dfitiyevas being drawn up, or as
others saw it the Third, with the supposition thaii could identify in the previous period
two stages; that before the Games became the pavs&p®r the project, and the period in
which the project was orientated towards the datekeoGames.

The main changes in the context were the disappearof a temporal reference for
the work, and the acquired public debt brought &bgithe previous actions, accompanied
by restrictions in the drawing up of the budgetshef different administrations due to the
programme for common European monetary policy. @utleer level, the increase in the
international prestige of the city which the recitign of its management capacity
represented must also be mentioned as a changw, @&ith its recognition as a place of
opportunity for international investors and alsoaaplace with privileged conditions for
the quality of life.

Using the advantages of the new position of the wieant, in the first instance,
giving the necessary attention to the main comnaii@no infrastructures with Europe and
the rest of the world: the airport, the port anel ptanned TGV, and this had to be done in
a context which did not favour public spending.

On the other hand, and in so far as this repocoiscerned, it should also be
considered that in the years after 1992 the city laecoming more aware of the evolution
of other circumstances brought about by its momaéctiate territorial situation.

First of all the fact that land for the extensmfrthe city had run out. In these years
we see the appearance of the initiative to urbahisedDiagonal Mar sector, the last piece
of land still to be developed and in fact almost ¢imly one which the PGM had considered
as urbanisable land — that is to say, of urbannsid@ — within the municipal limits of
Barcelona. Secondly, the loss of population whiak tlearly been happening since 1985 —
which also affects other municipal areas arouncc®ana and which has an explanation,
fundamentally, in the non-existence of space taegp- makes the competition for urban
land between the alternatives of siting housingativities, equally noticeable.

It is surely for all of these reasons that afte®2, some criteria which had been in
the background during the previous period, beconmsvepful in the continuous
reformulation of the urban project for the city.

Firstly the City Council understands that it isrtmalarly convenient in these
circumstances to make use of the private develgmeesmeans of transformation. Despite
the recession of 1993, private developers mainginimportant presence in the city,
encouraged by the image of improved quality of ¢hg. It must be borne in mind that
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some of these operators — Travelstead, Kepro, -etaeent bankrupt but they were
substituted for others in the projects which werdarway.

Less explicit is the aim of recycling urban lamdl,contradiction of the trend to
urbanise new land in the metropolitan context, h@wewe can say that this aim is among
the principal projects of this period.

The encouragement of housing, and especially hgusi affordable prices gains
ground as an objective which is incorporated mafndely. The city should be first and
foremost an inhabited space, without prejudicinge thmixture of uses which is
characteristic of the make up of the city.

The most important projects from this period agegyaphically in the Northeast of
the city, mainly in the districts of Sant Marti aBdnt Andreu. This is the part of the city
where the potential for transformation was greatebere there were old projects pending
— the opening up of the Diagonal is a particulatgar example — where new transforming
factors were expected — the TGV station —and thanPic Village and the new coastal
front began to actively express themselves, asnaodstration of the change that was
possible.

In this area, five main projects are formulatedalthin spite of the fact that all
share the mentioned characteristics, have diffedrdracteristics. Because of their
importance for the future of the city they desandividual consideration.

Diagonal-Poblenodf

This is a transformation project which was alreadticipated in the PGM in 1976.
In fact it should be remembered that the contimuatf the Diagonal has been present in
all the urban plans for Barcelona since Cerda. dening of this 12 km long road in a
straight line all the way to the sea and the reriogeof the obsolete areas which were
affected by its route are the aims of this proyelsich started to be drawn up in 1988, even
though it had a logic which was different from atl®ntemporary projects which were
targeted at the happenings of 1992.

It is a public initiative project, but it includdbe participation of — through their
own free will or through coercion — the ownerslod tand and private developers through
the use of the management tools which the urbasldtign makes available. It is therefore
a long process which has inevitably needed a pdaochaturation, and which during the
year 1998 achieved the 100-year old objective @hapy the route of the Diagonal to the
sea. This fact will without doubt be a dynamic facin the process of remodelling the
surrounding plots which have been split into sevdifferent units in order to make the
conclusion of the project easier.

Sant Andreu-La Sagrerd

This project was not proposed in the general Pkngce the plan with its
perspective of the time maintained intact all thrbam industrial areas. However this
project had been suggested within the proposalesi nentral areas, although in that
proposal it was on a much smaller scale.

* AJUNTAMENT DE BARCELONA, Barcelona. La segona renovacié, Barcelona, Ajuntament
de Barcelona, 1996, p. 222, [under the direction of Ricard Fayos].
1 AJUNTAMENT DE BARCELONA, Barcelona. La segona renovacio...

" AJUNTAMENT DE BARCELONA, Barcelona. La segona renovacio...
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Two new circumstances gave rise to the importhahges to the ideas contained in
the new central areas: the moving of several lardastries — in particular La Maquinista
which occupied 25 ha of land — and the militaryraeks to outside Barcelona, and the
plans to site the TGV station at La Sagrera.

The project had an interesting forerunner in theppsal made by Norman Foster
(1993), commissioned by a private developer. Thappsal, which was rather fantastic
and not very viable, lay out the creation of arifiardl river from Trinitat to Glories.
However it should be pointed out that it was theaicf the river which favoured the
proposal of a park along its banks which is the &deynent in the plan which has now been
proposed for the area.

Apart from the park, the project sets out an ingodrinter-modal transport centre
with the TGV station, and it configures the roadteyn for the area which resolves the
access problems and defines the basic structuhe &40 ha sector.

Similarly the project foresees a process of un@rovation of considerable size,
spread between several sectors. Those sectors wbichspond to large properties are
already the object of urban development by prikeelopers. Those which correspond to
more fragmented properties, and partial occupatitimeed a period of maturation and in
some cases the intervention of public operator$ @l necessary in order to get the
projects moving.

Front Maritim?®

This can be considered as the continuation ofg¢hevation of the sea front which
was started with the Olympic Village. However, ggposed to this development, that
previous one had been proposed in the PGM. Theaptelabandonment of the land by
Catalana de Gas allowed, even back then, the stiggéisat the land should be integrated
into the urban area.

The project consists of the restructuring of thgan sea front, through a new area
consisting mainly of housing. The land was pubtcat large extent, and the planning
project was carried out by the City Council viacanpetition for ideas on which would be
the most suitable configuration for the arrival tbk Cerda grid to the sea front. A
reinterpretation of the blocks in the Eixample wbrough, following along the lines of
three blocks near the Olympic Village, in a projedtially named Eixample Maritim.

Once the plan had been established the diffelets were sold off through auction
to private developers who are implement the urban and construct the buildings.

Diagonal Mar

In this case we are dealing with a project whicswrivate from the outset. The
land belonged to a large industrial company — MABOSand the IMPU and it was
bought at a reasonably high price during the euphafr1992 by a developer who wanted
— in agreement with the proposal in the PGM — tastimict a services centre.

The recession in the office market and no doubtpitice paid for the land caused
the project to fail, and the land was acquired bgeaond developer — Hines — which,
following different criteria, wanted to develop ausing project.

In this case the City Council has been open tddbe of the developers — even
though this logic has proved to be quite changesbke short period of time — along the
lines of facilitating interesting investments fdretrenovation of the city and of the sea
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front in particular. Similarly, in this case a typ&urban layout has been accepted which
breaks considerably with the style of the configioraof the rest of the easterly sea front.
It is a disputed and disputable plan, but it shdwédpointed out that an end piece to the
layout of the city such as this is, allows an eiqrere of this type, which can provide us
with different and hitherto inexperienced ways étate public spaces and buildings, and
anyway it will be interesting to try.

The Diagonal Mar project, along with that of Sardreu-La Sagrera (Sector
Maquinista), foresees the locating of a large-sshtgpping centre. These shopping centres
were the important parts of the programmes drawbyufhe private developers for these
areas. These two projects formed part of the fistew central areas. In the same way
several more “areas” — Glories, Diagonal-Sarrign@ic Village, etc. — have incorporated
new shopping centres which have opened their ddanigg this period. It must be made
clear that within the philosophy of urban developief the city of Barcelona which has
been being developed since 1976, these commemridles which are integrated into the
urban fabric are valued very positively as undeeid@ctors of centrality in various place
around the city. At the same time, isolated comméegentres on the outskirts of the city
are loathed as inevitably destructive of the conzmémake up of the urban areas.

Industrial sectors

Finally we should just mention a project which hast yet been completely
formalised, which aims to renovate the industreadtsrs which are integrated in the urban
fabric of Barcelona.

These areas, and especially those in Poblenou, ©wdftered a process of loss of
activity and at the moment they are being mainthuneder the hope of an increase in the
price of the land so that they can switch to armorbbse with a higher demand; housing. As
is easy to understand, this situation does not telmatural renovation of the area, which
on the other hand is limited due to the archaiandedn which the PGM contains of
industrial use.

The configuration of the industrial sectors of Rwidu via the Cerda network of
roads makes the partial evolution of the area logks or by plots of a certain extension
easy.

The aim of the project which is being studied is faxilitate the gradual
transformation of industrial zones towards a migechposition, in which economic

activities continue to occupy most of the space Willhout excluding a certain
proportion of housing.

The key is in finding the exact point that favoacss of renovation without the new
dynamic leading to the displacement of the actsibf the weakest inhabitants.

This process of urban renovation could be espgadiatéresting and different from
the other projects which have been commented oa.fatt that no final formed image
exists beyond the network of roads, gives the m®e® openness which can favour a truly
typological renovation, and generate an innovatime complex urban fabric which is
therefore quite removed from those of conventiambhn planning projects.

Overall, we see projects with varying origins, erfnt organisational logics, and
different temporal horizons, but which form part thie objectives which the city has
pursued since 1992.

There has been a high level of private participatio the processes of
transformation, which in total make up more thag® 5@ of recycling of land in the city,
and represents approximately 8% of the total udo@a of the municipal area. Likewise,
these projects foresee the construction of more tt&000 new dwellings — without
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counting those that are included in the reorieatatf the current industrial sectors — of
which at least 25% must be dwellings at an affolelgtrice, as is laid out in the
specifications of the corresponding urban plans.

These are goals which, apart form the ever predesire to bring value to the
outskirts and improve the centre, will add, theimes$o obtain from the space which
Barcelona occupies all the benefit — social, ecao@nd cultural — which corresponds to
its position within the metropolitan territory.
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